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hristmas is coming! Christmas is coming!!
Happy December, Williams People!

We have reached the final month of the year and
are in the busiest of seasons, marked with gift-
list making, decorating homes with lights and
wreaths, sending cards and invitations, holiday
parties and the inevitable shopping. I'm not sure
anyone could have imagined that Advent, the
church’s time of preparation for the birth of our
Lord and Savior, would become almost exclu-
sively secular and material. | try to come terms
with the commercial aspect of Advent by recog-
nizing what lies behind it. There is something
heart-warming in identifying those people you
care most about and then choosing that special
gift you feel will make them happy. That gener-
osity and focus on others, not yourself, is the
spirit of the season, be it Advent of Christmas.
And who does not enjoy Christmas songs and
carols? Even though the season’s traditional and
contemporary music are played continuously
from the day after Thanksgiving until Christmas
morning, | never grow tired of it. Going back to
the days when | sang in the choir, | have been
awed by the hymns and profound music of the
season. Some of the most revered music is
heard at this time, mirroring the profound effect
the coming of the Christ Child who brings to us
the message of hope, peace and joy.

Though a short month here at Williams, the
month of December is as busy as any previous.
To call attention to a few academic notes, Mid-
Quarterly reports will be on the Parent Portal on
December 2™. Besides recording your student’s
progress, the teachers will have added com-

ments on achievement-to-date. If you have any
problem accessing the Parent Portal, please
contact John McMahon, [mcmahon@awhs.org.

This edition of the newsletter covers both De-
cember and January. Of significant note for the
month of January are the mid-year exams.
These exams will be given the week of January
16", immediately after the Martin Luther King
weekend. Teachers will be giving students study
guides and/or reviewing for exams beginning
shortly after the return to classes in January. It is
critical that students give serious time and atten-
tion to studying for their exams. Each day exam
week, dismissal is at 11:30. This is not time for
personal pursuits. Help your student maintain
their good standing by using the time wisely for
proper study.

Our all-school liturgy for the month of December
is the Feast of the Immaculate Conception on
December 8". If you are able to join us for mass,
as it is a Holy Day of Obligation, please do. We
would love to welcome you. And if available,
please join us for the annual Christmas Concert
on Thursday, December 15" at 7:00 p.m. The
students in both the Chorus and the Ensemble
group have been practicing and would love to
perform for you. What a nice way to usher in
Christmas, sharing music and song.

To you and those you love, on behalf of all of us
at Archbishop Williams High School, may | ex-
tend sincerest wishes for peace at Christmas
and all God’s blessings in the New Year.

Keep Christ_in Christmas.
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Up To Date

Dec. 2 Mid-Quarterly Reports
Dec. 3 SAT AWHS is not a
test center

Dec. 7

1:30 PM Dismissal Faculty
Meeting
Parent Support Board 7:15 PM

Dec. 8

Dec. 10

High School Placement
Exam 8:30 AM
Junior/Senior Semi-Formal
Dec. 15 Christmas Concert
7 PM Auditorium

Dec. 16 Red and Green Day
Christmas Concert -11:30 AM
Dismissal Faculty Meeting
Dec. 17-Jan. 2

Christmas Recess

Jan. 11 1:30 PM Dismissal
Faculty Meetings

Jan. 13 Term 2 Ends

Jan. 17—20

Semester Exam Week

Jan. 23 Term 3 Begins

Jan. 25 1:30 PM Dismissal
Department Meetings

Jan. 28
SAT AWHS is not a test center.

Feast of the Immaculate
Conception Liturgy

Winter Sports Meet the
Coaches Night-7 PM Auditorium

Jan. 28 Catholic Schools Week
Liturgy

Jan. 29—Feb. 4

Catholic Schools Week

Dec. 30 Registration Deadline
for January SAT

Jan. 3 Classes Resume

campus Ministry
e have been receiving numerous service hours from our students. This has been great, and
we ask all students to continue with these hours. Several of our students have given up
their long block to go next door to work with our students at St. Colletta School. We have more
than tripled the number of participants from last year. Our Independence Manor and Braintree
Buddies programs have also included record numbers of students who participate. One of the
special service projects we have this year is called Campus Kitchen. Two of our seniors have

taken a leadership role in this important project. Grace Rosario, a senior, has a few thoughts to
share about this experience.

My name is Grace Rosario and | am an intern at UMass Boston for the Campus Kitchen Project.
| got involved in this service project last year when | heard about it through Campus Ministry,
finding out it was an organization that salvaged food from local markets and kitchens to use
them in balanced meals for families who need them in the Boston area. | was very intrigued
with this and began going every Monday after school to put together bags of food that consisted
of all the ingredients and a recipe card so that each of our 35 families would be able to assemble
a well-balanced meal for their family. Towards the end of junior year, my good friend and intern
buddy Dan Nguyen and | were asked to be the high school interns for Campus Kitchen. All sum-
mer the two of us went to UMass to bag and deliver food for a youth summer camp that was be-
ing held on campus throughout July. It was so much fun getting together with Dan and our
UMass crew two to three times each week, even though it was summer, to bag snacks for a
group of kids who were more than grateful to be receiving them. This September we finally en-
tered the kitchen at UMass and are now preparing hot, precooked meals for 40 kids at a nearby
youth center each Thursday. Campus Kitchen has enabled me to meet so many kind and loving
people, whether it be in the UMass Boston environment or through attending the Campus
Kitchen Conference Dan and | were privileged to be a part of just a few weeks ago in St. Louis,
Missouri. Throughout the rest of the year Dan and | will continue fulfilling our internship require-
ments, completing 200 service hours and giving an informational presentation to other students
about the project toward the end of the year. Although the requirements seem daunting at a
glance, they will actually be a blast to fulfill since we are volunteering our time to a project that is
worth it.
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The Health Office will be perform-
ing vision screenings on
all Freshmen during January.

Any questions, feel free to call the
Health Office
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On Friday, November 18th six student-athletes from Archbishop Williams attended the
18th Annual Massachusetts Interscholastic Athletic Association (MIAA) Sportsmanship
Summit. The event was held at Gillette Stadium to honor and educate student-athletes
from around the state who make sportsmanship a priority in their school. Members of the
junior class in attendance were Paige Canavan, Erin Dwyer, Jason Pekkinen, Jake
Reardon, Sean Ryan, and Sarah Saccoach,

Congratulations to the following members of our Fall sports teams who were selected to
the Catholic Central League all-star teams in their respective sports:

Volleyball: Michaela Flanagan (Gr.12) and Christine Chase (Gr.11)
Boys Golf: Cameron Dillon (Gr.12) and Sean Feeney (Gr.11)
Girls Soccer: Savanna Baker (Gr.12) and Paige Canavan (Gr.11)

Boys Soccer: Mickey Matthews (Gr. 12), Shane Moriarty (Gr.11) Jake Reardon (Gr.11),
and Aidan Browne (Gr.10)

Girls Cross Country: Sarah Saccoach (Gr.11) and Danielle Famularo (Gr. 9)
Boys Cross Country: Brian Alkins (Gr.12) and Brian Sullivan (Gr.12)

***At the time of this printing the Football all-star selections had not been made. They will
be included in the next newsletter.

Congratulations to the Fall Cheerleaders on winning the Catholic Central League competi-
tion for the 5th consecutive season! The girls went on to place 2nd at the South Regional
Meet and 3rd at the State Meet and also earned a bid to Nationals!

A reminder that the Winter Sports Meet the Coaches Night will be held on Thursday, De-
cember 8th at 7:00pm in the school auditorium. Student-athletes who participate on a
sports team during this season are required to attend and are strongly encouraged to
bring at least one parent with them.

A very special thanks to all of our parents who volunteered their gifts of time, talent, and
treasure for the athletic program this past Fall season. From game-day assistance to
cooking team dinners | thank you on behalf of our coaching staff for all your hard work!!!

ASBESTOS NOTICE
This notice is required by AHERA 40 CFR part 763 of Title | of the Toxic Substance Control Act:

An Asbestos Management plan has been developed for AWHS which does contain some asbestos-
containing materials. This plan is available to the public in the school office and the Archdiocese of
Boston Engineering Department.




n this season of Advent, we spend our time looking forward, preparing the way as it were, for
your celebration of Christmas. In that same spirit, we should also take stock in the educational
preparations that lie ahead for every student. Freshmen seem to be faring well, and yet they will
face their first series of exams in January. It seems a long way off, but Christmas vacation is al-
most upon us and after we return, there are but two weeks of school before exams. We will meet
with the freshman class in preparation for these exams. Sophomores will be reviewing the results
of their PSAT tests in their English and math classes. This review will occur in junior classes as
well and be a good foundation and review for the SAT tests they will take in the spring. Again, we
will assist them in registering for these college entrance tests through our Junior Guidance Pro-
gram. Since September, we have been meeting with one half of the junior class. We will meet the
remainder of the class in sessions which will begin in late January. Parents of the juniors will re-
ceive information concerning other preparation courses available to those preparing for the
SAT’s.

Although seniors have many things to look forward to, the major project of college application is
in full swing now. Many seniors sent in early applications, more this year than in past years, but
the full court press is in operation now. We expect all transcript requests to be here in the office
by December 1, so that we can have all materials sent out to colleges before leaving for Christ-
mas vacation, thus meeting the common college deadline of January 1. We are always available
to help with questions about this process, so please feel free to call should you need help. Stu-
dents have been led through this process during the Junior Guidance Program, and individual
meetings with their counselors. There is a thorough explanation of the entire process on the guid-
ance pages of the website. (See Guidance Manual)

Again, preparation is key. Midterms begin on January 17, and all students will sit for these 90
minute exams.
Some Recommendations:
Reserve the Martin Luther King Day weekend for rest and study.
Keep Jan 17-20 for exams and study only.
Encourage quiet study time in a designated place.
Try to spot-check or quiz material from study guides with your son or daughter.
Emphasize the importance of good grades on exams.

Mid-Term exams are an important part of your child’s training and education. They will face ex-
ams in the future and good preparation can insure success. Please review the policies for ex-
ams in our handbook (p.8). Missed exams require a Doctor’s note and/or the most valid written
excuse subject to approval from the Dean’s Office. The fee for exam makeup is $25. A special
note regarding cell phones: In keeping with nationwide exam protocol, cell phones are not al-
lowed in an exam room under any circumstances, and the consequences for violation of this pro-
tocol are serious.

As always, we are available to answer any questions regarding exams, applications, and testing
procedures, so please do not hesitate to call.




PARENT ASSOCIATION NEWS
Don’t forget to pick up your Christmas tree and aths before they run out.
Dates and Times listed below
11/28-12/02, 5pm-8pm
12/03-12/04, 10am-8pm

12/05-12-09, 5pm-8pm
12/10-12/11, 10am-8pm
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. ¥ 3
School Store will be open

Wednesday Dec. 14
Thursday Dec. 15

During lunches.
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Type of Trees

300, Red Tag Balsams - $40
45, Apartment Size - $25

6, Blue Spruce - $45

6, 9'-10’, Balsams - $50

60, Wreaths - $15

Large bows - $5

Small bows - $3
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Thanks to Ali Doyle for all her hard work in coordinating the Craft Fair and to everyone who
volunteered to help make it a success.

Please join us at the next Parent Association meetj scheduled for Wednesday, Decembel"7

at 7:15 p.m. at 40 Independence Ave in the Conferea Room. All are welcome!
@
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The Parent Association would like to wish the AWHSaculty, staff, students and families a
very happy and healthy holiday season.
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