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his newsletter comes to you on the first day of the three

most holy days in the Church’s calendar year, caIIed the

triduum, from the Latin for three days. |
came to know these days well as, from
Catholic grammar school days; | sang in |
the choir and participated in the special 7%
services annually. Holy Thursday service 3
represents the formation of the Eucharist, &%
modeled after Jesus’ last supper. The
Eucharist, to be used during the upcoming
days, will be blessed and retained. Also,
holy oil or chrism, blessed by the Cardinal
earlier in the week, is presented. This oil
will be used in parishes all year for bap-
tisms, confirmations and the sacrament of the sick. At the
end of the Holy Thursday service, all music, a symbol of joy,
will cease to be played. Many older Catholics may remember
the tradition of visiting seven churches on Holy Thursday.
For those of us who lived in the city of Boston, this was an
easy task as there were so many Catholic churches within
walking distance.

On Good Friday, there can be no mass, only an adoration of
the Eucharist and distribution of communion. Often, the

Stations of the Cross are held for the final time of the Lenten
season.

The Easter Vigil, celebrated on Holy Saturday is one
of the most beautiful and moving services of Catholic
rituals. This service begins with the church in dark-
ness and the words, | am the Alpha and the Omega,
and from a single flint spark, individual candles are it
until the whole church is ablaze with light; Christ is
once again the light of the world. Often included in
this service is a baptism which may be part of the
congregation’s renewal of their Baptismal vows.

These services for me have always symbolized best
the rituals and traditions of my Catholic religion.
Christmas without doubt is joyous and we welcome it as we
welcome every new-born and long awaited child. But, Easter
is the foundation of our faith, Christ has died, Christ is risen
and Christ will come again! The panorama of flowers like
lilies and hyacinths and gloriously colored tulips decorating
the churches mirrors the promise of renewal and rebirth from
the dark days of winter into the promise of new life that is
Spring and that is Easter. Alleluia, Alleluia!
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GUIDANCE NEWS
PERRY LARKIN

his is an exciting time of year for our seniors. They are making their decisions as to where they will

be going to school next year. Deposits need to be made by May 1st at the colleges they will be at-
tending in the fall. Best of luck to the seniors and their families during this exciting time of year. Seniors
are reminded to inform their counselors as to the colleges they will be attending. The guidance counsel-
ors will need to send the seniors final transcripts to those colleges.

As the college admissions process is concluding for the seniors, it is just beginning for the juniors. The
juniors will be taking their first SAT's on May 1st. The juniors filled out the online registrations for the
SAT’s with their counselor in March using their own account on the collegeboard.com site. The students
were then asked to complete the registration at home, as they needed their parent’s credit card to pay
the registration fee online. All of the juniors should now be registered for the May SAT's. March 31%
was the registration deadline. If the deadline was missed, the late registration deadline is April 8".  We
are a test center here in May, but a junior does not necessarily have to test here. We ask that each of
the juniors take the time to prepare for the SAT'’s in the few weeks remaining before the test.

In addition, each of the juniors was registered for the school’'s Naviance Guidance Program as sopho-
mores. This is a program that the students can access from home. And it has a wealth of personalized
college information. The website is: www.connection.naviance.com/archwilliams or can be accessed
through our school’s website under Guidance—Related links---Family Connection.

Also, Archbishop Williams will host a college fair for our juniors on April 26™. We have over 70 colleges
scheduled to meet with our juniors in the gym. This will be a great opportunity for our students to meet
with college representatives and get information about their schools. As we approach April vacation, this
is a great time to contact some colleges and make appointments for visits during the vacation. The col-
leges are in session and the admissions offices are ready to give tours. Based on individual meetings
with their counselor, each junior will have a personalized list of colleges to consider on their Naviance
website. We will also send a copy of this list home to the parents. College visits are also strongly en-
couraged over the summer.

All underclassmen are encouraged to keep up their grades. As implied above through the college admis-
sions process, the better a student’s grades, the more options that student will have as a senior. The
high school years go by quickly. Just ask any senior. Take advantage of the time you have by doing
well in your classes and by getting involved in the school. And finally, please keep the evening of May
19" at 7:00 pm reserved for an important evening for our junior parents regarding the college admissions
process and financial aid. Mr. Paul Lynskey from the Mass. Education Finance Authority will speak in
our auditorium about the important topic of financing a college education. Please set aside that time to
be present. And finally, please contact your student’s guidance counselor if you have any questions
through this sometimes stressful process called college admissions. Thank you and hope to see you on
the 19™ of May.
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Parent Support Board

Open Meeting of the Parent Support Board.
Wednesday, April 7th at 7:15 p.m. at the Board
Room at 40 Independence. Come bring your
questions, concerns, compliments to share
with Administration. All are Welcome!
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UNIFORM INFORMATION MERYL
BAXTER, DEAN OF STUDENTS

Our uniform company is Flynn & O'Hara School Uniforms,
10905 Dutton Rd., Philadelphia, PA 19154. The phone
number is 1.800.441.4122. Orders may be placed online at
www.flynnohara.com. Representatives from Flynn &
O'Hara will be in the gym lobby on Wednesday, April 14
from 1 - 4 PM to take orders and answer questions. In-
coming freshmen may order uniforms in the gym lobby
Wednesday afternoon or Wednesday evening from 6 -
9 PM in the school cafeteria.
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ACADEMIC DEAN JANE FUNDERBURK

hird quarter grades closed today, April 1. Report cards will be mailed home the week of the

12th. Fourth quarter is important as the quarter and semester exam grades can help raise the
final grade in a course. It is only the final grade for a course that appears on the student’s perma-
nent transcript record so a strong finish benefits all students. For seniors, the fourth quarter, al-
though short, is particularly crucial. Parents of seniors, please read the letter that will be sent
home with graduation information regarding senior projects, fourth quarter attendance, and the
impact of both on your son or daughter’s graduation status.

Thanks to all parents for returning course selection sheets for 2010-2011 due in on March 23. |
will be looking at third quarter, fourth quarter, and semester exam grades closely for all students
who appealed their placements for next year. | will be in contact with parents after reviewing
these placements. The final roster of courses offered for dual enrollment will be available in early
May. A meeting for the parents of sophomores and juniors opting for college credit in these
courses will take place on May 19th following a junior parent meeting sponsored by the Guidance
department. More information about this night will be forthcoming.

For parents of juniors, | ask that you be vigilant through this last quarter keeping your student “on
track” as college admission committees will look at the final grade in all junior classes carefully
next fall. | ask freshman and sophomore parents, to help by monitoring homework and enrolling
your son or daughter in homework club if the report card reflects homework problems in any area.
Homework club is a quiet study from 2:30-3:30 every Wednesday. It is amazing how much work
can be done in a focused, concentrated setting. Call me to have your child included on the roster.

It's April and not too early to think about summer remedial or enrichment classes. All juniors
should be preparing to take the ACT or retake SAT exams. Sophomores should start preparing in
a formal way for PSATs and SATs. Sophomores and juniors have been shown how to access
the Naviance program by the Guidance Department. | encourage all parents of sophomores and
juniors to go to our web site and access this program through our Guidance section. Naviance
offers important information on how to start preparing for the college application process, includ-
ing summer opportunities.

As always, | thank you for your continued support in helping me help your child reach his or hers
highest academic potential here at Archbishop Williams. My best to you and your family for a
blessed Easter.

%mﬂms M"imnw JOSEPH ONDUS

ur Easter Season is here. We had our annual Reconciliation Services during the month of

March. Many of our students took advantage of this opportunity to prepare themselves for the
Easter Triduum. Many priests from area churches came to our school to hear confessions. We also
had a school wide liturgy on "Spy Wednesday."

Seniors should have completed their service requirements at this time. Any senior who has not com-
pleted his/her service requirement will be attending our boot camp on May 20th and the 21st. It is im-
portant that seniors have these hours completed so they can graduate. Underclassmen should have
their service completed by the end of May. Parents are encouraged to check the school website under
Campus Ministry for the numerous service opportunities. Students should complete the necessary
forms and turn the paperwork in to Campus Ministry as soon as possible.

Our juniors, who will be going to Appalachia, have been busy with various fund-raising activites. Contri-
butions can be made to help defray the cost of the trip by calling Campus Ministry. Many thanks to
teachers, parents, and students who have already supported us in this worthy cause.







